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The Relationship between Former Slaves and their Masters
Slavery was a period that no one would want to discuss not because of the guilt, especially for those who were actively involved and considered themselves the masters, but because of the tragedies and dehumanization that the slaves experienced. Based on the historical documents on slavery, no one can imagine that freed slaves would have time to speak or even think about going back to their master’s homes to work. But, as depicted in Jordan Anderson’s letter to his former master, freed slaves never forgot the psychological and physical violence that they were exposed to, but they were still able to think logically and reasonably. Therefore, as discussed in this essay, it is ironic that slaves mastered considered themselves benevolent and humane, and thought that they treated their slaves well, and yet the slaves like Anderson left with the intention never to be treated the same way again.
Despite that slaves were exposed to psychological and physical violence, their masters thought that they were treated well. As Anderson explains in his letter to his former master, Colonel P.H. Anderson, he explains the kinds of torturous experiences that he went through in his master’s home, To My Old Master dated August 7, 1865. He writes about how his master shot at him twice before he left (Par 1). His daughters, Matilda and Catherine, were also assaulted by the young masters (Col. Anderson’s sons). Despite all these problems, Col. Anderson still had the courage to write to his former slave requesting him to return and work for him.
Further, the slave masters considered themselves benevolent and human despite treating their slaves with harshness and cruelty. At the beginning of the letter, Anderson mentions why his former boss wants him back. It is not because he was a good servant or something of that sort, but he claims that he would treat him better than anyone else (Anderson 1). Anderson’s former master’s only and main reason is that he would treat him better than anybody else can (Anderson 1). It would be expected that Col. Anderson would be regretful for mistreating his slaves, Anderson included. But, this is not the case.
Contrary to what was there before, freed slaves got the power to negotiate their work as depicted in Anderson’s letter. In the second paragraph, Anderson gives his former master ultimatum when he seeks to know what good chance he is promised and cites that if he must come back then his former master to send them the wages they have worked before they were freed as a sign of good faith that he would treat them better this time (Anderson 2). Freed slaves did not have this power before. They were owned by their masters, who wielded all the power over them. But, as Anderson’s letter shows, this changed even though they were still economically marginalized.
In conclusion, Anderson’s letter to his former master, Col. Anderson, highlights the challenges that slaves went through in the homes and hands of their masters. However, upon gaining their freedom, former slaves got a voice to renegotiate conditions of working as Anderson tries to negotiate with his former master.
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